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at Htake, True, It was important to keep thtr United Provinces from becoming dependent on 1-Yanet:; hut IK; believed tliat tin; efforts of the. Patriot* in that direction rmtflu In- curbed hy means of diplotnary. No Malesman prefers a warlike to a peaceful .solution nules-i all the resources of his own craft have I wen exhausted, least of all could the champion of economy, who naturally discounted the clamorous appeals of Harris for help.
There were, reasons why our envoy should ur^e. IMlt to adopt ti move* fnrwivvd policy. In the iutUimnof l7Kfithe. fovUmesof the SUdholdcr steadily declined, and the. raids of the Patriots on his prerogatives became, more during and successful. In September, as we saw, he was deprived t>f ihc command of the regular forces in the Province: of Holland. His opponents, the Patriots, next slrtMi^thened their 1'Vrr Corps, drew a cordon of troops alonjjtlu: frontier* of Holland, and overthrew his aulhorily in the* hitherto loyal provinces, Overyssel and Ontniu^rn. The clly of Utrecht also defied him and elected KsUUt's, whilti those of the Mtlll loyal Province of Ulrechl assembled at Amerifoort. Other towns, even in the loyal provinces, seemed likely to follow the example of Htrechl. In fare of these fuelH the appeals of Harris for help became more urgent than ever. On ;i.[lh October lit; wrote privately t<> Cunnarlhen: " AH we ate afraid to threaten, we inuit either bribe or nive tip the jjiune." ' llul.ieali/inj; more, find more tlml the obstacle to libi forward policy lay in the peaceful resolves of Pill, be wrote directly lu him on ^Mlh Novcml)e.r, pointing out Ihal 1'ranco was making ama/.inn ntriden everywhere nl our expense, that fihowM on the point nf ffftlnhiK complete control ove.r the Unlletl Province's, nnd he hinted that thnt to her naval Htrenf[tb intl la her resourceH In the l('fi«t would euulile. her nuon to ntltick I-'n^lund lu overwhelming atroiiKth,
Much could be imld In favour of thin view. The activity of l-'rancR in the K»st, as we Haw In the lawl chapter, liad lieen very thrrntenirtK, and it is clertr thut the schemes nf Si. Priest and other Kreiich agents in Knypl pointed out the path on which ItnnupnrlR set forth with heroic stride thirteen years Inter. DrenmHofn French Kinpire in the Kant haunted many minds at Puri'i In i;»W>. On7V\\ Sepu-.n>l»e.r,Hl\t»itly lidove the. s(>;uiilLirc of the Aii^'Io'l'VeiK'li coinmerchd treaty, Halle-i, Srcre-lary of
' II.M. A<ltl MSS,a8«fi«.nnl lilt ttllllfl-liott" fur llir I'nlli f,-i «i| (h.llljjr,
